INTRODUCTION   TO   PART   ONE
TT AWRENCE'S father was of the Anglo-Irish landed gentry; his
JLjmother partly Highland Scottish. They had five sons, of
whom the second, Thomas Edward (always called Ned by his
family) was born at Tremadoc in Wales on August i6th, 1888.
During his first years, the Lawrences moved about: they lived in
Scotland, at Dinard in Brittany, in Jersey, in the Isle of Wight and
the New Forest. From early childhood, Ned was bold and strong
and fond of climbing trees or rocks. Before he was nine he used to
tell his brothers a story night after night, without any end. Long
pieces of it were composed in rhyme. It was the tale of the
successful defence of a castle against numerous foes: its heroes
the fur animals, Fizzy-fuzz, Pompey, and Pete, belonging to his
younger brothers. Castles were henceforward a lifelong interest
and were to take him on his first visit to the East. It is possible
that he had heard tales of the clang of the bullets on the steel
shutters in the days of the Land League in Ireland, which his
father once described to Ernest Barker.
In 1896 the family settled in Oxford and Ned and his brothers
were sent to Oxford High School for Boys. A schoolfellow has
described the Lawrence boys arriving in single file on bicycles,
wearing dark blue and white jerseys which harmonized with their
fairness of complexion and gentleness of speech.
A girl playmate of those days, now Mrs. Ryman, recalls:
'Many were the bicycle rides I ^ngaged in with him to explore
the old village churches round Oxfordshire [to make brass rub-
bings]. He would revel in old pieces of glass or pottery.7
Her brother, C. H. Hutchins, writes:
'I knew him intimately during his early school days. The gar-
dens of our respective homes abutted upon each other and we
were at school together. He was an unusual kind of boy, very
shy and reserved but full of an impish sense of fun. He never
played games and took no interest in sport with the exception of
swimming, I do not think he took more than an ordinary interest
in natural history but was always keenly interested in archaeology.
He read widely far beyond the scope of the average schoolboy and
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